Immunoreactive calcitonin in amyloid fibrils of medullary carcinoma of the thyroid gland. An immunogold staining technique.
A lymph node containing metastatic medullary carcinoma of the thyroid gland was examined immunohistochemically for the presence of calcitonin by light and electron microscopy. Electron microscopy showed dense, selective labeling of the tumor-associated amyloid fibrils and labeling of the scanty intracytoplasmic neurosecretory granules. By light microscopy, a few tumor cells showed strong staining, whereas the amyloid fibrils showed equivocal staining.